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How many students are in the music programs? For the past few marching seasons, we have 

averaged between 85-100 students in band, including the color guard. During the spring, the 

Wind Ensemble typically has about 50-60 players, there are around 50-60 students in the 

symphonic band, the orchestra typically has 30-40 students, the two jazz bands have 20 students 

in each, the winter percussion group is typically 30-35 students, and the winter guard group has 

12-20 students. 

 

How many marching competitions are there and what do they entail? Typically the Enochs 

High School Marching Band & Guard competes in about 5 marching competitions during the fall 

season. Competitions are held on Saturdays and run from early September through mid-

November. At these events, the marching band performs the full show and competes with other 

bands of similar size and skill. Students must attend these competitions, and must travel and 

remain with the band until the competition is over. Most competitions are day trips no more than a 

2 to 3 hour drive, sometimes returning in the wee hours of the morning. Occasionally an overnight 

trip for a competition will be scheduled. 

 

How many concert band competitions are there and what do they entail? Typically the 

Enochs concert bands (symphonic, wind ensemble, and orchestra) competes in one concert band 

festival each spring season. Each concert band performs three prepared pieces. Judges score the 

bands and assign ratings for prepared pieces, and an overall score. Students must attend these 

festivals, and may miss a portion of the school day. Occasionally the bands will remain at the site 

following their performance to listen to other bands perform. These competitions are usually local 

or within a 1 to 2 hour drive. 

 

What is the difference between marching and concert band? Marching band is for students in 

grades 9-12 that elect to participate in marching band, and concert band are divided into three  
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groups – wind ensemble, symphonic (all players that are not selected into the wind ensemble), 

and orchestra. There are also opportunities to participate in the jazz band. 

 

How are students selected for the Wind Ensemble? The wind ensemble is reserved for the top 

performing 50-60 players. Auditions are held amongst the students and the members are selected 

based on their performance in these auditions. 

 

Can you give me more information about color guard? Color guard is a part of marching 

band, making up approximately 10%-20% of the total marching band. Auditions for color guard 

occur in the winter or early spring each year. They rehearse, perform, and compete as part of the 

marching band, as well as compete in a Winter Guard season. 

 

Can you give me information about Band Camp? Band Camp is required for all marching band 

students, and is typically scheduled a couple of weeks prior to the start of school. During band 

camp, students learn the sets and music for the show that is to be featured at halftime during 

football games and also in the marching competitions. The camp begins on Monday and 

culminates Friday evening with a run through of the show for the parents. Students spend all day, 

each day from early in the morning through late in the evening learning marching fundamentals, 

show music, and marching drill. Typically, students must pack a lunch and bring plenty of water. 

Students do return home each night. 

 

When the band makes a big event trip, can I as a parent travel along with the band? On most 

trips, there is the opportunity for parents to travel along as a chaperone. Chaperones are 

required to be responsible for supervising students on the trip. 

 

How best can I get in touch with the band director? You can email him at 

vallejo.p@mcs4kids.com 
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